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Please amend claims 1, 5, 9, 14 and 6-18 as follows: 




1. (Amended) Almethod of treating a kidney disease comprising administering an 
effective amount of isolated and purified soyasaponin B b to an animal in need thereof. 






5. (Amended) A pharmaceutical composition for use In treating a kidney disease 
comprising an effective amount of isolated and purified soyasaponin B b in admixture 
with a suitable diluent or carrier, wherein the kidney disease is selected from the 
group consisting of polycystic kidney) disease, acquired renal cystic disease, 
medullary cystic disease of the kiqreyj autosomal recessive polycystic kidney 
disease, hereditary interstitial nephritisAolher inherited disorders in which PKD forms 
part of the symptomatology, persons with a potassium-wasting disorder, 
glomerulonephritis and the group of regnal disorders associated with inflammatory 
and immune dysfunction in the* kidney 



7. (Amended) A nutraceutica! composition for use in treating a kidney disease 
comprising an effective amount of isolated and purified soyasaponin B b in admixture 
with a suitable diluent or carrier, wherein^ the kidney disease is selected from the 
group consisting of polycystic kidney disease, acquired renal cystic disease, 
medullary cystic disease of the kidney, \ autosomal recessive polycystic kidney 
disease t hereditary interstitial nephritis, other inherited disorders in which PKD forms 
part of the symptomatology, persons \with a potassium-wasting disorder, 
glomerulonephritis and the group of renal disorders associated with inflammatory 
and immune dysfunction in the kidney.. 1 



9. (Amended) A method of isolating soyasaponin B b from a sample comprising: 

(a) solubilizing the sample in acidified aqueous alcohol; 

(b) removing polar lipids by liquid chromatography; 

(c) solubilizing the sample fromVb) in aqueous alcohol; 

(d) passing the sample from (c) Through an anion exchange column; 
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eluting the sample absoned to column in (d) with an acidified aqueous 
alcohol; and 

purifying the sample from (s) by liquid chromatography by passing the sample 
through a preparative hydrophobic interaction chromatographic column 
comprising an electrostatically-linked, aliphatic- or alicyclic-substituted anionic 
or cationic polysaccharide eel and collecting fractions containing soyasaponin 



(e) 



14. (Amended) A method according to claim 9 wherein the preparative hydrophobic 
interaction column is hexadecyltrimethylammonium-substituted $P Sepharose. 



16. (Amended) \A method according to claim 1 wherein the soyasaponin B b is 
obtained by a metnod comprising: 

(a) solubilizing thW sample in acidified aqueous alcohol; 

(b) removing polan lipids by liquid chromatography; 

(c) solubilizing the sample from (b) in aqueous alcohol; 

(d) passing the sample from (c) through an anion exchange column; 

(e) eluting the sampje absorbed to column in (d) with an acidified aqueous 
alcohol; and 

(f) purifying the sampldfrom (e) by liquid chromatography by passing the sample 
through a preparative hydrophobic interaction chromatographic column 
comprising an electrostatically-linked, aliphatic- or alicyclic-substituted anionic 
or cationic polysaccharide gel and collecting fractions containing soyasaponin 
Bb. 



17. (Amended) A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 5 wherein the 



soyasaponin B b is obtained 

(a) solubilizing the sampl 

(b) removing polar lipid 



oyjB method comprising: 
Mn acidified aqueous alcohol; 
^uid chromatography; 



(c) solubilizing the sampl 5 from (b) in aqueous alcohol; 
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(d) passing the sample from (c) through an anion exchange column; 

(e) eluting the sample absorbed to column in (d) with an acidified aqueous 
alcohol; and 

(f) purifying the salrnple from (e) by liquid chromatography by passing the sample 
through a preparative hydrophobic interaction chromatographic column 
comprising an electrostatically-linked, aliphatic- or alicyclic-substituted anionic 
or cationic polysaccharide gel and collecting fractions containing soyasaponin 





18. (Amended) A nufraceutical composition according to claim 7 wherein the 
soyasaponin B b is obtained by a method comprising; 
(a) solubilizing the sample in acidified aqueous alcohol; 
removing polar lipioWlpy liquid chromatography; 
solubilizing the sampleTrom (b) in aqueous alcohol; 
passing the sampte-jfrom (c) through an anion exchange column; 
eluting the sample \ absorbed to column in (d) with an acidified aqueous 
alcohol; and 

purifying the sample trom (e) by liquid chromatography by passing the sample 
through a preparatft/e hydrophobic interaction chromatographic column 
comprising an electrostatically-linked, aliphatic- or alicyclic-substituted anionic 
or cationic polysaccharide gel and collecting fractions containing soyasaponin 



(f) 




Please add the following new claims: 



19. (New) The composition Recording to claim 5, wherein the kidney disease is 
polycystic kidney disease. 

20. (New) The composition according to claim 7, wherein the kidney disease is 
polycystic kidney disease. 



